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By enrolling in a law degree, you 
have taken an important step in 
your journey towards becoming a 
successful lawyer. Perhaps you will 
use your qualifications to become 
a solicitor or a barrister. Perhaps 
you will be one of the many law 
graduates who use their legal 
expertise in any of a wide range of 
other industries and professions. 
Or perhaps you will participate in 
the ongoing digital transformation 
of the legal services sector as a 
legal analyst, legal project manager 
or lawbot developer. Whatever 
pathway you choose, the knowledge 
and skills you are going to develop 
over the next few years are going to 
provide you with the foundations 
for a successful career and the 
ability to lead change and promote 
justice within your community. 

You certainly have a lot of work 
ahead of you. You are going to 
learn about Australian laws and 
international law, and the underlying 
doctrines, principles, policies, 
theories and philosophies. You are 
going to learn how to think like a 
lawyer, how to speak and write like 
a lawyer, and how to behave like 
a lawyer. You are going to learn 
how to transform yourself into a 
‘professional’, what that means, and 
why it is so important. All of this is 
not going to be easy. The enormous 
privilege and power that comes 

with being a lawyer comes at a 
high price. But it will be worth it. 

It is an exciting and challenging 
time to commence a law degree. 
The legal profession, the legal 
services sector and the law itself 
are all undergoing significant 
disruption and transformation. This 
is a consequence of several factors 
including the internationalisation 
of law and legal practice and the 
development of new technologies 
such as advanced analytical tools, 
bots and AIs that are already changing 
the way legal services are delivered. 

My advice is that whatever your 
ambitions post-law school, you 
prepare for a legal profession that 
is likely to look quite different to 
what we had in the past. Make 
sure you include international 
and comparative law subjects in 
your degree, and that you look 
for opportunities to develop your 
cross-cultural skills and experience. 
Take steps to learn about alternative 
business models and broaden 
your skillset to include business 
and entrepreneurial skills. And 
make sure you keep looking for 
ways to develop your digital skills, 
and identify those aspects of legal 
practice that can’t be replicated by 
technology. All of this might seem 
overwhelming at times … but don’t 
worry, you’ve got this. You have 

made it this far, and that is already 
an amazing achievement. And you 
won’t be alone: the Bond Faculty of 
Law and your fellow law students 
are here to help you, guide you 
and support you on your journey.

This Guide will help you take the 
first steps. It covers everything a 
new law student needs to know to 
support their success at law school 
and in making the challenging 
transition from university to 
professional practice. Bond Law is 
the best law school, and we attract 
the best law students from across the 
country and from around the world, 
so it makes sense that we have the 
best law students’ association. This 
Guide is proof of that. Well done!

Professor Nick James
Executive Dean - Faculty of Law

A Message from the Executive Dean

Congratulations! You are now a law student at one of the best law schools in the country. At Bond we are 
committed to providing you with the best possible learning experience and with numerous opportunities to 

challenge yourself, engage with others, and experience the world.



Dear incoming Bond Law students,

On behalf of the 2018/2019 Bond University Law Students’ Association, it is my absolute pleasure 
to welcome you to Bond University Law School.

The scary truth is, studying law can be hard. 

And more than that, studying law at Bond can be hard. 

As you will come to know, Bond’s biggest asset and hardest challenge is its fast-paced and action-
packed structure. Many of you will be coming fresh from high school, have moved across the world, 
or simply aren’t used to university life. You’re not alone! 

The Bond LSA tasked ourselves with constructing and collating a guide’s worth of tips and tricks 
that we wish we knew when we started law school. Whether you’re jumping-off-the-walls with 
excitement by the opportunities for engaging with student cultural and sporting clubs, you are keen 
to jet-set around the world on exchange, or you just want to know some study tips, the First Year 
Law Guide has got you covered.

The First Year Law Guide has been a couple years in the making and has spanned across multiple 
LSA terms, so we hope that you find some benefit in our own experiences. Credit should be given 
to our Publications Director Melissa Mitchell for her tireless efforts in producing this guide. Mel 
has been the driving force behind this publication, and her passion for benefiting Bond Law student 
experience is tangible within it.

Moreover, at Bond we are fortunate to have an incredible and passionate law faculty with lecturers 
and tutors who will never fail to inject enthusiasm, care and invaluable skills and knowledge into 
your law school experience.

The President’s Welcome

So read on – discover through our anecdotal 
evidence and personal experiences how you can 
make the most of law school. Sure, studying law 
at Bond can be hard… but you’ll come to see how 
choosing to study law at Bond can and will be one 
of the best decisions you have made thus far.

Good luck and welcome to the Bond University 
Faculty of Law!

Jacob Cookson

Bond University Law Students’ Association 
President



 My goals are clear.  
 We’re achieving them together. 
 
‘I knew where I wanted my early legal career to take me, 
and the opportunity to practice in a foreign jurisdiction 
during my international rotation to Singapore was a key 
milestone.

Practicing English law in one of the busiest financial 
centres in Asia, and negotiating investment between global 
corporations, was exactly the experience I was looking for. 
I gained deep insight into my practice group and our key 
sectors, and gained a vast amount of invaluable experience.

Back home, I’m working with the people I met overseas, 
and in those jurisdictions in which I now have first-hand 
knowledge. With my early goals fulfilled, I feel more 
confident that I can achieve the bigger ones.’

Adam Hunter, associate, M&A/Equity capital markets,
joined February, 2012

To see how you could define your own path 
within our global legal practice, visit: 

nortonrosefulbrightgraduates.com/australia

 Progress with purpose 
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The LSA tutoring database can be found on the Bond 

LSA website.    

(https://bondlsa.com/tutor-database/)

It provides the details of student tutors for each sub-

ject that the Law Faculty offer. Feel free to email the 

tutors at any time with the subject you are wanting 

help with, the times you are available and anything 

else relevant. They will then contact you with regards 

to their availability and payment.

Each of the student tutors has achieved  80% or high-

er in the subject they are listed as a tutor for. If you 

are ever interested in becoming a tutor send a copy 

of your academic transcript as well as the subject you 

are wanting to tutor for, the semester you took the 

subject and your teacher and your expected gradua-

tion semesters to academic@bondlsa.com.

The university also offers a number 
of academic support mechanisms for 
students:

Res Tutors

Res tutors are available to provide academic 

support to students living on campus. They are 

currently enrolled students with high grades 

and are available for one-on-one consultations. 

You can book online through the Tutor Fellow 

booking form.  

Student Learning Support

University life can present new challenges in 

the form of writing essays, managing your time 

and preparing for exams. Student Learning 

Support offers personalised help during one-

on-one sessions and small group workshops 

or seminars to improve your skills in all 

areas. These include academic writing, citing 

and referencing, grammar and punctuation 

and organising and structuring an essay. The 

services are available to all students at Bond at 

all levels of study. 

Law Library Support

The law librarians provide one-on-one help 
with: 

1. Researching and navigating law 
databases and resources

2. Searching and accessing primary and 
secondary sources of law

3. Utilising Library Search for relevant 
sources

4. Understanding legal referencing styles 
(AGLC etc)

Book an appointment online on the Bond 
University Law Library webpage.

The Foundations of Success

The LSA runs a number of academic focused programs and 
events, with a dedicated Academic Affairs Director - your first 
point of contact with regards to academic questions when you 
don’t feel comfortable going to a teacher. These may include a 
teaching query, help finding a tutor, or questions relating to course 
work and standards. The Director also manages and organises the 
student led Revision Seminars* and Tutor Database.

*as students we cannot recommend the Peer Revision Seminars enough! 

These are particularly useful if you’re struggling with specific concepts or 

processes in a subject - it can be a huge help to have things explained in a 

different approach.
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Welcome incoming Bond Law JD students,

Congratulations on choosing to complete your Juris Doctor at Bond University. This will be one of 
the most exciting times in your life. As you know, the Juris Doctor program only takes two years 
to complete. Although this is a wonderful advantage, it also means that you have a limited time to 
make the most of the  many great opportunities Bond has to offer. Therefore, it is important to plan 
out this journey meticulously  and strategically. We hope this extract provides a useful preparatory 
framework for  your reflections. 

The first step is to  become aware of all events and extracurricular opportunities available to you.  
It is strongly advised that you connect with the LSA, CLSA and BUSA through social media plat-
forms. This will allow you to be notified of the many events, competitions and opportunities that 
are made available to you as Bond law students. Further, it provides you an opportunity to connect 
with other students and begin networking. 

Bond is also very unique in that it provides its students with many opportunities to develop a taste 
for legal practice. The first week of the semester is an important timeline in your studies. Keep a 
look out for information sessions for the Bond Law Clinics and Mooting programs. Attending 
these sessions will provide you with the necessary information to engage in such activities. We 
cannot stress the importance of these events enough. These opportunities are crucial for your de-
velopment at law, and provide you with the stepping stone for your legal development. We strongly 
encourage that you attend these information sessions in your first semester. Even if you decide 
not to apply, these events allow you to meet the directors, professors and other peers. At the very 
least, they provide you with an opportunity to consider when it would be best for you to consider 
undertaking these opportunities. 

It would also be useful to become a member for the Queensland Law Society. This would provide 
you with the necessary information about many different events, legal developments and most im-
portantly when opportunities to apply for internships arise. Accordingly, it would also be wise to 
set up a meeting with the Career Development Centre to start planning your future straight away. 
Again, two years is not a very long time, it is most integral that you have a plan in place for when 
you graduate, from day one. This is the most challenging aspect of being a Juris Doctor student, so 
be informed and be well prepared. 

I hope this extract has provided you with an idea of what lays ahead.  I’m sure that you are going to 
enjoy your time here at Bond. If you wish to discuss any matters further, please feel free to contact 
us or better yet, come visit our office in the law faculty.

Wishing you the very best

Pouria Sharifi Savojbolaghi

Postgraduate Particulars
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Intern applications close  

1 April 2019. 

 
For any queries, please contact:  
 
Tara Elston 

HR Consultant 
07 3233 8812  
telston@mccullough.com.au

Where you are supported to think differently, 
grow and develop your career. 

We are looking for law students who value a growth 

pathway – starting with our Internship Program and 

moving towards securing a place in our Graduate Program. 

We are renowned for challenging our interns and 

graduates early in their career to pursue both personal and 
professional development opportunities.

We value confident, resourceful, and independent thinkers 
who are passionate about providing the best possible 

service to our clients. 

We believe that old ways won’t open new doors 

– sometimes the same old approach won’t always 

guarantee the right outcome, and with the ever-changing 

terrain in our industries, we require strategic thinkers 

who can apply innovative solutions and open up new 

opportunities. 

Find out what area of law interests you – our 

induction program rotates across our industry 

groups so you can get a comprehensive view of 

what is involved.

Two year personal and professional 

development program including profile branding, 
mentoring, networking, business development, goal 

setting, CV building, and interview skills.

Learn from and work closely with the best 

partners in the industry on a range of complex and 

high profile matters.

Practical on the job experience to help 

strengthen your understanding of law concepts and 

theories you learn at University.

Flexible, diverse and inclusive workplace- we 

take pride in creating a safe and supportive 

environment allowing our people to bring their 

whole self to work.

Our Intern Program - what’s in it for you?

Write your McR Story with us

At McCullough Robertson, our unique internship program recruits both 

law students in their pre-penultimate year for an eight week program, 

which is completed over two years and law students in their penultimate 

year for a four week program completed in one year.

Support and mentorship with our buddy 

program (Junior Lawyer) and a supervisor 

(Senior Lawyer) to check in and assist with your 

development at work and during your study. 

Challenge yourself and represent our firm in 

one of our many wellbeing, social and sporting 

initiatives including quiz nights, meditation classes, 

marathons, netball, touch rugby and cycling.

Community development opportunities 

including pro bono and volunteer work through 

our Community Partnership Program (CPP).

An earlier opportunity to apply for our 

Graduate Program with established relationships 

and first hand McCullough Robertson experience. 

Teamwork – Our purpose of Unlocking Success 
Together recognises the value of each individual 

within our firm. Learn the internal operations of 
how a law firm operates and the various teams that 
drive success. 

 

Life at McR so far has been nothing short of exciting – from being 

involved in large matters from day one, going on secondment during the 

internship program, to taking on a pro bono client as a graduate. McR 
empowers juniors by providing us with endless opportunities! From the 

get-go I was involved in large matters and treated as a valued member of 

the team. 

The perks of working in the Litigation and Dispute Resolution 

team is that every day differs from the next. From considering case law 
to attending the Supreme Court, each day uncovers new challenges and 

invaluable learning experiences. I work with likeminded people in an area 

that genuinely aligns with my interests. My team exudes diversity, balance 
and innovation. 

My top tip: Focus less on what you were taught at Law School and more 

on your holistic approach to working as a member of a team in the legal 

industry. 

You won’t find another firm that is so fiercely-hardworking and 
down to earth at the same time. It’s in our DNA!

“

Emily Stone 
GRADUATE 2018 

INTERN 2017 ”
BRISBANE | CANBERRA | SYDNEY | NEWCASTLE | MELBOURNE www.mccullough.com.au
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Ahhh… the infamous Clerkship. 

Clerkships and clinics are often seen as a rite of passage 
for law students. They provide a fantastic opportunity for 
students to get real exposure to the law and a small taste 
of what their future in legal practice holds.  You probably 
have a heap of questions to ask, so hopefully this will 
answer the big ones about clerkships.*

What exactly is a clerkship?
Clerkship is more-or-less synonymous with internship, 
but naturally the legal industry had to be a bit different. 
Depending on the firm, and the state of the firm 
you’re applying, clerkships are generally full-time 
paid employment from 3 weeks up to 10 weeks long. 
Clerkships are not only a chance for you to experience 
the life of working in a firm, but for the firms to see how 
you work. Firms generally make graduate offers from 
their clerkship programmes, so don’t underestimate their 
importance.

Which firms should I apply for?
This is a really important question, but one with a fairly 
vague answer – wherever you want. Some people take 
the ‘scatter gun’ approach and apply for anywhere and 
everywhere, with the aim to simply have their name 
in the hat, regardless of the firm. Others take a more 
measured approach, and simply apply for the firms that 
appeal to you, based on size, location and practice areas. 
This demonstrates why researching firms is so 

important: find which firm suits your interests best, 
and it will be easiest in your cover letters/interviews to 
explain why you want to work for that firm.  

When should I be applying for a clerkship?
Generally, firms run their clerkship programmes for 
students in their penultimate year of law school, i.e. your 
second last year. So, for straight LLB students, this means 
you’re applying in your fourth semester (assuming you 
start in January). For double-degree students, you’ll apply 
in your third year at Bond. Some firms look outside this 
(e.g. pre-penultimate or final year students).

Usually firms open clerkship applications in March, close 
applications in April, interview in April/May and offers 
are made in May. This can be a quite stressful time – but 
try not to stress! Try and be as prepared as you can be 
so that once applications are open, you’re ready to start 
applying.

This process can be a bit draining, but use it as a learning 
experience – it really is worth it regardless of how many 
offers you receive.

*Keep an eye out for the Bond LSA’s Careers Guide 2019 for 
more information on clerkships, clinics and much more.

What is the application process like and how can I be prepared?
Even before clerkship applications open, you can start preparing yourself. The first 
stage of each firm’s clerkship application generally requires that you provide:
1. A cover letter;
2. A resume / curriculum vitae (CV);
3. A copy of your academic transcript (downloaded through eStudent is usually ap-
propriate); and
4. Answers to 1-5 short questions.

After this, the process for selecting clerks is different for each firm but generally in-
volves:
1. Testing, including psychometric, personality and analytic;
2. Individual interviews; and 
3. A cocktail evening.

Clerkships
Clinics&Jacob Coookson

Bond LSA President  2018/19
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Legal Skills Competitions

Legal competitions are a strong tradition throughout all Australian Law 
Schools, and the Bond University Law Students Association upholds this 
tradition with pride. Competitions offer students an opportunity to develop 
skills that are crucial for legal practice. Whether it be perfecting the art of cross-
examining a witness, interviewing a potential client or developing advocacy 
skills, students will be immersed in challenging situations that exercise legal 
reasoning and problem-solving skills. The involvement in competitions is a 
unique way to translate legal knowledge into practical skills. Every year the 
Law Students Association (LSA), facilitates a number of internal mooting and 
skills competitions. Participation in these competitions provides students with 

invaluable opportunity to gain insight into the legal profession. 

TRIMESTER 
ONE

The Brian Orr 
Moot
(page 8)

TWO

The Negotiation 
Competition 
(page 9)

The Witness 
Examination 
Competition
(page 9)

THREE

International 
Pro-Justitia 
Moot
(page 8)

The Client 
Interview 
Competition
(page 10)
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Mooting Competitions

Throughout the course of the year, the law faculty runs a prestigious mooting program which sends teams to not 
only national competitions, like the Kirby Contract Law Moot in Melbourne, but highly competitive international 
competitions, such as the Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot (Vis Moot) in Hong Kong. In 

order to give students a taste of this exceptional mooting program the LSA runs two moots each year.

The Brian Orr Moot
This is LSA’s most prestigious internal moot, as it is seen as a stepping stone to representing Bond in domestic and 
international mooting competitions. However, the competition is split up into a Junior (first year) and Senior division 
to ensure all students are able to partake in LSA’s largest internal mooting competition. 

The International Pro-Justitia Moot Competition
This moot is the most senior of LSA’s internal moots and is well respected by students and faculty. It is an introduction 
to mooting with International Law and usually attracts a competition from those that have competed in a Domestic 
moot and cannot compete in the Pro-Justitia Domestic division. This competition is open to all students and is a good 
introduction into International law. 

The Pro-Justitia Domestic Moot is held by the faculty itself concurrently with the International Division.

What is a moot?
A moot is a simulated appeal in a superior court, based on a mock fact scenario and judgement from a lower court. A 
good old-fashioned legal argument about whether or not the decision in the lower court was correct. The ‘appellant’ 
will seek for the decision of the trial judge to be overturned and the ‘respondent’ will seek for it to be upheld. You can 
expect to be questioned by the judges, as they test your knowledge of the facts and the cases surrounding a particular 
point of law. 

Why moot?
Mooting is an excellent way to learn and develop skills, crucial for legal practice, including legal research, analysis, 
presentation (written and oral), and an in-depth knowledge of core areas of the law. Mooting will improve your oral 
communication skills and provide you a chance to learn advocacy techniques. Mooting will exercise your ability to 
think on your feet, both in response to questions from judges and in response to learned friend’s submission. This 
makes mooting an ideal preparation for assessments and exams as it improves legal reasoning skills. Indeed, employees 
also look favourably upon mooting as it enhances these essential skills.

8



Skills Competitions

The Negotiation Competition 
This competition offers the chance to develop essential skills for student interested in corporate law. The competition 
has both a Junior (first year) and Senior division, in order to level the playing fields of those wishing to compete in 
their earlier semesters. 

What is a Negotiation Competition?
This negotiation involves two teams of two competitors representing clients involved in a legal dispute with the aim to 
reach an agreement and avoid litigation. The agreement should be clear, realistic, and satisfy the client’s instructions. 
Teams must also showcase their negotiation and maintain an effective working relationship, whilst bargaining and 
strategising. 

Why do the Negotiation Competition?
Negotiation skills are invaluable in the workplace. Negotiations are key in making agreements and resolving disputes. 
Learning how to negotiate will help you be able to put options on the table, work out what is feasible or not, and then 
make agreement without “giving in”. Pre-trial negotiations are now recommended and in some cases compulsory, and 
the skills must be part of every lawyer’s skillset.  

The Client Interview Competition
This competition provides students with a practical opportunity to develop skills necessary for general practice. The 
interview is a simulation of the first time a potential client visits a firm, with students competing in teams of two. It does 
not require competitors to have studied any particular area of law. This competition has both a Senior and Junior (first 
year) division to balance knowledge of law amongst the competition.  

What is a client interview?
A client interview is a mock consultation conducted by a team of two competitors acting as lawyers, who interview a 
volunteer client. The aim of the competition is to ascertain the facts and legal issues relevant to the client’s situation and 
offer preliminary solutions whilst maintaining a professional working relationship. 

Why do the Client Interview Competition?
Competitors will be exposed to what practicing lawyers undertake on a day-to-day basis and gain valuable skills in 
interacting with a variety of clients. Competitors must cover all the formalities of an interview, take note of the personal 
details of the client, the intricacies of the problem and suggest possible courses of action.
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Skills Competitions cont.

The Witness Examination Competition
If you’ve ever wondered what part of law school, you’ll get to say “you can’t handle the truth” then wonder no more. The 
Witness Examination competition simulates a courtroom experience of Examination in Chief and Cross Examination. 
The competition is split into a Junior (first year) and Senior division, to help match the competition to others of similar 
level of knowledge. 

What is a Witness Examination?
In short - the competition of every budding barrister’s dreams. Two competing students represent counsel for the 
defence and prosecution. The simulated trial is run from the opening statements, through the examination of witnesses 
to the closing addresses. 

Why do the Witness Examination Competition?
Sometimes it involves quick thinking, but the advocacy skills you’ll develop will be priceless. Council’s role is a 
balancing exercise between portraying one’s own witness as credible and reliable through examination in chief, whilst 
simultaneously attempting to extract further beneficial evidence and destroy the credibility of the opposing witness 
during cross-examination.

Calum Lowe Griffiths

Bond LSA Competitions Director 2018/19
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Protrackstination is our most infamous event. In 
the middle of study week, on the edge of a mental 
breakdown, we bring you FREE Red Bull, FREE 
lollies and FREE Maccas. There’s really no other 
way to explain this other than this: the food runs 
out within 15 mins, so get there early. 

Chillz & Grillz is a BBQ run by the LSA in the 
middle of each semester, aimed at reducing your 
mid semster stress with a free feed and treats. 
There are always snags and icy poles on offer, 
as well as options for our vegan and vegetarian 
friends. The event features a chill out zone on the 
law lawns and sick tunes ranging from early 90s 
hip hop to Kendrick. 

I can’t begin to emphasize how important it is to have a diverse group of friends at Bond. Every semester, BUSA runs 
Club Sign On Day, which gives new and existing students the opportunity to interact with the various clubs that make 
up campus life at Bond. The LSA always has a table so be sure to come down and check it out. I started at Bond in 163, 
living off campus. Given that it wasn’t a major intake, most people already had friend groups and I was close with the 
people in my incoming cohort originally. If you’re living off campus, you’re still more than welcome to come to the 
various social events on campus. 

I found that the best way to make friends is to get involved in activities that you’re passionate about, because you are 
bound to make friends with people with like interests. Especially if you’re living off campus, it’s important to try to 
immerse yourself in the other aspects of life at Bond to make new friends. 

You can also run for election onto various student organisations like Faculty Student Associations (FSAs – the LSA is 
the FSA for the Law Faculty) or even our over-arching student leadership group, BUSA. I made some amazing friends 
throughout my terms on the Bondstock committee, BUSA and LSA. These types of commitments can be daunting and 
over-whelming, but I can assure you that they are worth it! 

Also, try to go to various different events. Social events on campus provide for the largest cross section of students at 
Bond and are a great way to make new friends. Don’t hesitate to come up and say hi!  

The LSA runs multiple social events every semester which are open to all 
Bond Students. They range in availability and price so there is something 
for everyone. The best way to stay connected to LSA events and remain 
informed about what is upcoming is to follow us on Facebook. The bulk 
of our outward communication comes through the LSA Facebook so it’s a 

great place to find important info. 

Secrets from the Social Director

Alana Bonenfant
Bond LSA Social Director 2018/19
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The Session is our semesterly 
Don’s event. Previously held 
externally, it was brought on 
campus at the end of 2018 to 
switch it up and revamp our 
social scene. Our first Session 
was a UV Full Moon party 
where we blacked out the 
windows of Don’s to transform 
our local hang like never before. 
Your ticket includes entry and 
afterparty transportation!  This 
semester is sure to be large so 
make sure to get your tickets 

early before we sell out! 

Dedication to 

“The Session”
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Law Ball is the biggest night of the year for the 
Law Faculty, and arguably one of the biggest 
nights of the year for the entire university. Last 
year we went down the rabbit hole with an Alice 
in Wonderland themed event, complete with 
giant playing cards and a night of dancing. Your 
ticket includes EVERYTHING on the night so 
you only have to worry about what you’re going 
to wear, which can sometimes be the hardest part. 
This year promises to be one of the biggest and 
best Law Balls yet. Tickets go on sale January 
Semester, and the event is typically in the first few 
weeks of the May Semester. Tickets will sell out so 

get in early. 

Annual Bond Law Ball
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The Gold Coast’s Top Spots

Dukes Parlour  
Surfer’s Paradise  
18+ 
$ 

Perfect for a night out with friends, Duke’s Parlour is a new bar in 
Surfer’s Paradise which caters to the fun-lovers and the competitive 
alike. With bar games, challenges, themed parties and even a 
rooftop pool area, this Gold Coast Top Spot provides endless fun 
on a night out (without the need for an endless bank account too).  
 

Bonus tip: We can’t think of a better bonding opportunity, be that 
for your Res corridor, a new group of friends or just a bunch of 
people you met on a night out.  
 
 

Cha Cha Japanese Restaurant 
Broadbeach 
All ages 
$ 

Lovingly known as Cha Cha’s by students, this restaurant is perfect 
for big birthday dinners, a quick meal before heading across the 
road to the Star Casino or even cozy dates – just expect there to 
be almost as many Bondies in the restaurant as in Lakeside. A 
favourite amongst Bondies, Cha Cha’s is a BYO Japanese restaurant 
with great prices and even better portion sizes.  
 

Bonus tip: Take along cash if you’re planning on splitting the bill.  
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Star Casino’s Garden Bar 
Broadbeach  
18+ 
$$ 
 
Great for a classy night out, the Garden Bar is a beautiful outdoor 
restaurant and bar in the Star Casino Broadbeach. With delicious 
meals and a relaxed atmosphere this is the perfect spot to relax 
with friends or even take the family along during a visit.  
 

Bonus tip: You didn’t REALLY go to the garden bar if you didn’t get 
a photo in front of the plant wall while you were there.  
 

Justin Lane  
Burleigh  
All ages 
$$$ 
 
Known for its incredible pizzas and unbelievably good cocktails, 
Justin Lane is the perfect break from campus life. A little bit on the 
pricey side, this restaurant is a top spot for birthday lunches and 
#aesthetic photo-ops.  

Bonus tip: If you’re looking for an intimate and memorable date 
night, Justin Lane is the spot for you.

House of Brews  
Surfer’s Paradise  
18+  
$$ 
 
Whether you’re a cocktail lover, a beer lover or a buffalo wings 
lover, House of Brews offers a relaxed atmoshpere, cozy booths and 
incredible food & drinks.

Bonus tip:  Ask to be seated on the rooftop for fresh air and views 
over the streets of Surfer’s.
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CAMPUS LIFE



Staying Happy

1. Make the most of Bond gym
 Did you know you can access Bond gym for free with your student card? Located right next to the law  
 building, our state-of-the-art facilities cater for gym junkies, cardio queens, yogis and everywhere in   
 between. Take a break and break a sweat!
2. Invest time in relationships
 Connecting with people not only means that you have people to sit with in lectures (or sit with at   
 Papyrus while avoiding lectures), it means that you have people to support you who understand the   
 #struggle.  
 Bonus tip: connect with later degree students for advice on what to expect and perhaps even second-  
 hand textbooks.
3. Set goals
 Breaking down your to do list into bitesize goals can make your mammoth tasks seem manageable.   
 Whether its your assignment, workout or those long textbook readings, set yourself up for success.
4. Make time for your passions and interests
 We are so lucky to have over 100 clubs and societies here on campus at Bond. But even if none of   
 them tickle your fancy, invest time in things that make you happy. Spending an hour doing something  
 you love may take time away from studying, but you’ll come back more productive and motivated to   
 kick those goals.
5. Fuel your body
 Chips from Lakeside everyday might seem like the best and most economical choice, but trust me, it  
 isn’t. 
6. SLEEP
 There is no denying the benefits of sleep. If you can, aim for at least 7 hours of sleep a night. But if a   
 full nights’ sleep doesn’t fit in with your social calendar, make the most of napping to catch those   
 extra zzz’s.
7. Use setbacks to propel you further
 Challenges are an inevitable part of life. Learn from your setbacks: get feedback, reflect on what you   
 can do better and appreciate the bigger picture. 
8. Seek help when you need it
 There are so many support services here at Bond. If you need academic help, your tutors and   
 lecturers  are always there to support you. If its help in your personal life that you need, we have   
 on campus psychologists and counsellors. 

 & Healthy

Renee Shike
Bond LSA Special Interests Director 2018/19

Starting university is a time of immense change academically, socially and financially. It can be hard to 
maintain your health and wellbeing whilst learning to adult. Despite this, wellness is crucial surviving and 
thriving in law school. Remember: you can’t pour from an empty cup! Here’s the Law Students’ Association’s 

top tips for keeping on top of your game.
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The Asian Law Students’ Society exists to help support the Asian student body by running a range of initiatives based 
on feedback from the student body. We create initiatives based on what the semester cohort identify as areas for 
improvement and of importance to the students. These include providing help with academic, social and personal 

wellbeing.

Academic

Law and Language Seminar with
Professor Terry Gygar

The Law and Language seminar is provided every semester for students who come from a non-English speaking 
background. This is a volunteer seminar that students are able to attend to help improve their legal English and 
understanding of the Australian Legal System

Revision Seminar with
Professor Rachel Field

In week 12 the ALSS hosts a revision seminar targeted at first semester students where lunch is provided. We have a 
board of students who are towards the end of their degree in both LLB and JD who have achieved high grades to give 
their personal tips on how to stay calm and excel in final exams.

The Asian Law Students’ Association 

(ALSS)
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Legal English Writing

The weeks leading up to exams can be a stressful period for everyone. We have designated office hours for 1:1 tutoring 
with a committee member to help with English legal writing skills. Book a session via the prompts on our Facebook 
page, and come prepared with specific questions.

Social

The Language Exchange
English, Chinese (Mandarin), Japanese

From weeks 3-9 we pair students for a mutual exchange of language. Meet new friends whilst learning or finessing a 
second language! We provide an orientation lunch in week 3 every semester. Sign up is available through our Facebook 
page before week 2 of every semester.

Snacks and Chats

Come join us outside the law building on week 4 for food and take the chance to meet and ask questions of our friendly 
committee! If you have any questions or concerns this is a perfect opportunity to have a chat.

Women in Law

During the first semester every year, the ALSS hosts Women in Law. Every year there is a new theme, with different 
speakers talking about their experience with being a woman in the legal industry. Past speakers include High Court 
Judges, Supreme Court Judges, Partners of firms, Presidents of Volunteer Associations. This is not an event to miss, 
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The Canadian Law Students’ Association 

(CLSA)

You may be far from home, but the CLSA is here to make the transition as 
smooth as possible! Your friendly executive team will represent you to the 
rest of the student body, the administration and staff here at Bond University.

The main function of the CLSA is to make life easier for Canadian law 
students and to facilitate the process of returning home to Canada. We 
provide information sessions on the National Committee of Accreditation 
process as well as information for Canadians wishing to stay in Australia.

But, it’s not all business! We show Australians how to celebrate Halloween, 
St. Patrick’s Day and of course Canada Day. Our social events are not to be 
missed!

Other CLSA initiatives include the Homeward Bound seminars led by Lisa 
Bonin, welcome back BBQs, the David Strangio Moot Cup focussed on 
Canadian Constitutional Law, the annual NHL Hockey Arbitration, a student 
buddy program and much more.

Website: bondclsa.com
Facebook: facebook.com/bondclsa 
Office location: Building 4, Level 1, Room 23 (4_1_23)
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How’s it goin’, eh? My name is Ryan Stubbs, I am from 
Hamilton, Ontario and am in my final semester of 
the Juris Doctor degree here at Bond. I completed 
my B.A. (Honours) at Carleton University in Ottawa 
with a major in Law and a minor in English Language 
and Literature. My fellow Canadian, Ricky from 
Sunnyvale, always says that, “a link is only as long as 
your longest strong chain.” The CLSA is here to be 
the “long strong chain” between the more than 150 
Canadian students in law and the faculty at Bond. I 
am fortunate enough to be surrounded by an excellent 
team on the CLSA and the many social events and 
competitions could not be possible without such 
dedication and hard work from our team.

A famous Canadian once said: “You miss 100% of the 
shots you don’t take” - Wayne Gretzky, - Michael Scott. 
I strongly believe that taking a shot by getting involved 
and taking advantage of the many opportunities at 
law school adds value and experience to your degree. 
I encourage you all to participate in the various moots 
and competitions hosted by the CLSA and our friends 
in the LSA, as these will not only help hone the skills 
that you learn in the classroom but will enhance your 
overall experience during your time here at Bond 
(and not to mention look great on a CV!). 

Doing a degree in another country, let alone a law 
degree, can be a daunting experience. I want to 
congratulate you on taking the leap and moving 
across the world to complete your law degree. I 
can tell you from first hand experience that the 
community here at Bond is second to none. You will 
make friends from all different parts of Canada as well 
as all over the world. The best advice I can give is to 
start thinking about your career and the transition 
home, plan ahead, get involved and take advantage of 
the Canadian work experience opportunities on your 
semester breaks, and last but not least, have fun! The 
CLSA is always here to answer any questions and help 
in any way we can. All the best, and see you around! 

Ryan Stubbs 
CLSA President 2018 / 2019

Canadian Careers and Work 
Experience Opportunities: 
We are fortunate to have partnered with several 
Canadian law firms in order to provide valuable 
work experiences for Canadian law students 
between semesters. 

Student Testimonial: Moira McAvoy, Kang & 
Company
During my time at Kang & Company, I 
had the pleasure of working with various 
legal practitioners over a 2 week internship. 
Despite the professional environment, the 
legal practitioners created a learning space 
that allowed me to ask questions and learn 
more about the unique issues that each client 
presented. The internship allowed me to 
observe various areas of immigration, criminal 
and family law. I was fortunate to gain an 
understanding about initial client interviews, 
preparation for hearings/court, drafting 
affidavits, client billing, Alternative Dispute 
Resolution, and many others. Further, I was able 
to attend hearings at the Immigration Board of 
Canada and observe the legal practitioners in 
action (pictured below).    

I can testify that the internship at Kang & 
Company was a valuable experience and I 
would recommend it to any Canadian student 
studying at Bond! 
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If you are someone who enjoys student leadership, you might be regrettably thinking that your student 
leadership days are over and just a thing of your high school past. Well, fear no more as there are plenty 
of opportunities to get involved in student leadership even at university! Below are just some of the 
ways you can get involved while at Bond: 
 
Join the LSA or other Faculty Student Associations 
 
As a law student, you may be interested in joining the Law Student’s Association or LSA. The LSA is 
the official student organisation for the Faculty of Law and is responsible for representing the needs 
of Bond Law students and being a supportive body in both social and academic areas. Each year a 
new committee is elected and serves a 12 month term, with elections being held during Law Week 
of Semester 2 and the new committee is announced at the LSA’s annual Law Ball. If you are studying 
a double degree, you may also be interested in joining one of the other Faculty Student Associations, 
such as the Business Student’s Association (BSA), Society of Design Student’s Association (SDSA) or 
the Health Sciences and Medicine Student Association (HMSA). 
 
Be a part of BUSA 
 
If you are wanting to get involved in the broader Bond student community, then the Bond University 
Student Association or BUSA may be the club for you. BUSA is the overarching student organisation 
which seeks to provide for and enhance student experience for all students at Bond. The committee is 
comprised of 18 members, with roles as diverse as Corporate Relations Director, Advocacy Director, 
Social Director or even International Student Liaison. BUSA is elected annually, with elections held in 
the first weeks of Semester 3 and the new committee is then announced at Student Ball. 
 
Get involved in other Clubs and Societies  
 
There are over 100 clubs and societies at Bond that you can get involved with as well, ranging from 
sporting clubs such as the Soccer or Water Polo Club to cultural or social clubs including the Freshman 
Council, French Enthusiasts Club or Red Cross Society. Each club has a committee of students, usually 
selected on a yearly basis, that run and organise the club. If you want to have a look at the different clubs 
and societies at Bond, visit the BUSA website. 

Student Leadership Opportunities

Zuzana Harmaniakova

Bond LSA Vice-President  2018/19
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If you’re in your first semester and 
you don’t live on campus, you will 
probably understand the anxiety of 
walking into a class where everyone 
already seems to know someone, 
because she lives in her corridor in 
A block, or they met each other at an 
O week pre’s party at North Tower, 
while you just silently take your seat 
in the third back row, so you don’t 
feel lonely at the back, but don’t draw 
attention to yourself at the front.  
 
It is the paradigm of a university 
student who is from the Coast, but 
feels alien inside the university walls.  
 
Many people approach how to 
overcome this awkward transition 
into university life differently. You 
may be one of those people who can 
walk into a room, plonk themselves 
next to a stranger and strike up a 
conversation with them and have 
organised a coffee date within 5 
minutes. You may be one who quietly 
observes and gets to understand the 
new jungle before striking. Or you 
may be the one who sits in their car 
for their first few lunches because 
Papyrus and Lakeside are too 
intimidating to sit at alone.  I was a 
weird mix of all of these people.
 The first class I walked into was 
my Core 1 lecture. That was 
terrifying. It was the biggest class I 

have experienced while at uni and 
everyone sat around Basil Sellars 
theatre already in their established 
groups, chatting away while I took 
my seat close to the aisle. 
 
My second class was in the law 
building. I saw someone looking 
as lost as I was and we quickly 
figured out we were both looking 
for a tutorial. Fast forward and we’ve 
found the class and the roll is called. 
My name is not on the list. Shock 
horror, by the end of the hour I 
discovered there were two tutorials 
being held at the same time and I was 
in the wrong room. I would have to 
face a new class the following week. 
 
I was not off to a good start. But that 
meant that things could only go up 
from there.  
 
By the end of my week I was lucky 
enough to be befriended by one of 
those people who can strike up a 
conversation with anyone and the 
friendships I have made have only 
expanded. 
 
If you are standing in a conversation 
with a friend on one side and a 
stranger on the other, you will soon 
probably become accustomed to 
your friend forgetting to introduce 
you because as the saying goes 

around campus ‘you just assume 
everyone knows one another’ and it 
is so true!  
 
Now six semesters into my degree, 
if there was anything I could tell 
my first semester self, it would be 
to not be so scared to strike up a 
conversation or not being afraid to 
sit alone because talking to many of 
my friends now they were all in the 
same boat. 
 
I would also tell myself to get more 
involved sooner. To hit up club-sign 
on day and not feel intimidated by 
all of the beedy eyes of those sitting 
behind the tables, because they want 
you to be involved in their club. I 
would then say to actually attend the 
clubs you have signed up to and not 
whimp out because you don’t know 
anyone there. Trust me, you will 
meet people there and some of them 
may be long lasting friends. It may 
not be at the first meeting, or even 
the second, but eventually people 
just seem to click at Bond.

Life Hacks for Living Off  Campus

Emma Senior 

Bond LSA Marketing Director  2018/19

24



I believe I can pinpoint the top two best decisions I have made in my entire life. 

The first of these was choosing to accept my offer from Bond. This was because it allowed me to make 
my second best decision ever - choosing to go on exchange at the University of Southern California.

Picture this: 18 years old, smack bang in the centre of Los Angeles, California. The Hollywood Sign to 
my right, Santa Monica Pier on my left. I’m walking around in what felt like a city of red brick - one of 
the most highly-regarded law schools in the United States. Unreal.

Yes, exchange is a scary concept. No friends, no family, in a completely foreign environment, for an 
entire semester. But, if I can stress one thing, it’s to not be afraid. Throw yourself in the deep end! My 
exchange introduced me to some of my closest friends, and allowed me to experience some of the best 
and craziest moments of my life – Coachella, Spring Break in Mexico, getting to see The Ellen Show, 
to name a few.

But it wasn’t just about the parties. Exchange showed me what other options are out there, how other 
people live, and other potential paths for me which aren’t always immediately obvious. I learnt how to 
embrace change, be confident, and think on my feet – skills I will carry with me for the rest of my life.

I still somewhat consider those five months I spent away as an outer-body experience. Not a day went 
by where I didn’t wake up and double check where I was - simply because the entire experience was 
nothing short of a dream, and I was reminded of it every day. 

If it isn’t already clear, I couldn’t praise more highly the value in studying abroad at USC, or even study-
ing abroad anywhere. Not only have I learnt things of incredible value to my degree and career, but the 
time I spent here has taught me more about myself and the world than I ever could have imagined. 
The friends I have made will be friends for life, and the memories I have made will be ones I will never 
forget.

 

For more information, check out https://bond.edu.au/current-students/opportunities/exchange

Hit the road alone: 

Why  you should go on exchange.
Maddy Ransley

Bond LSA Treasurer 2018/19
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You may not realise it at first, but completing three 
semesters of uni a year is intense and at one stage or 
another we are all overwhelmed by the demand of 
commitments and assessment, where you just can’t 
seem to get your head above water.  
 
As a consequence, we often get lost and don’t know 
where to even start to get the ball rolling and end up 
in a state of loss and unproductivity, with no clue 
what to do and feel helpless and can’t concentrate 
and… STOP.  
 
Before you fall down the rabbit hole, or even after, 
here are some tips to practice from some Bond 
students who have been in exactly your position: 
 
In her Sixth semester of studying Law at Bond, 
Bettina Kobelt said that getting one thing done will 
motivate you to move onto bigger things.  
 
“So start with your tutorials and finish ALL of the 
questions for the week … It’s so beneficial to be 
prepared for your tutorials as well because you’ll just 
understand everything so much better,” she said. 
 
The most common bit of advice you will come across 
is to write a list of things to do, prioritise that list, 
break it into smaller goals and then physically write 
in your calendar when each of those tasks have to be 
completed and to do so before you move on to the 
next task so you are not overwhelmed.  
 
Adelaide Etcell, also in her sixth semester of law 
at Bond, said to write down the due date of an 
assignment a week before the actual due date.  

“That tricks me to make sure everything is done in 
advance,” she said. 
 
Bettina also suggested that it’s the simple things like 
choosing to fill up your drink bottle at the bubbler 
(a.k.a. a water fountain, for any students not from 
Australia) furthest from where you are studying to 
get the blood pumping and your body moving and 
hydrated. Expelling this small bit of energy and using 
this time to let your mind wander often helps you to 
refocus when you plonk yourself back into your chair 
to study.  
 
Personally I have found that if I sit down for long 
periods I lose my concentration. So, another idea is 
to find a high desk/bench and stay standing while 
doing work. Not only will your mood, energy and 
productivity levels improve, (as one seven week 
study found) the location of the desk may force you 
to remove yourself from distracting surroundings. 
 
Plus if you suffer from back pain from all those hours 
of cramped over study, it should help to reduce that. 
So really it’s just a win, win, win.  
 
If you’re anything like me your mind may start to 
wander a lot when you study. A family member 
recently recommended that I picture what I am 
thinking as though it is a movie and then internally 
yell stop. This momentarily disrupts your thought 
process and helps you to refocus on the task at hand. 
You mind may not stop wandering immediately, 
however the more often you practice this process, the 
more automatic a response it will become.    

Getting yourself out of a rut
Emma Senior 

Bond LSA Marketing Director  2018/19
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